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to the tioops quartered at Patna and Mongheer but the rest of the army we
mean the detachments at subordinates and other places, that are not engaged
in actual service, are reduced precisely on a footing with the Company's forces
upon the Coast; even those stationed at Mongheer and Patna receive the same
exact batla as your troops at Trichinopoly. From such regulations and also
from the check given to the many shameful abuses committed in musters,
returns, hospital bills, boats and other articles, we may affirm with confidence,
that the charges of your whole establishment, civil and military, including
your fortifications, will fall short of the amount expended during the course
of the late war, on your army alone: and yet it is proposed if you supply us
duly with recruits, to maintain the complete establishment projected by Lord
Clive and the most formidable army that ever took the field in Bengal. From
what causes your military expences swelled to such immeasureable bounds
requires no explanation. Certain it is, they far exceeded the liberal supplies
so liberally voted by the British Parliament for an army of auxiliaries em-
ployed to oppose the combined forces of the most powerful princes in
Christendom.
7.    To these schemes of economy permit us to add the late resolution
of this Committee regarding the new works erected for the security of your
servants and property.   These works have for several years past been a perpe-
tual drain for treasures which might have been more usefully applied, yet
should we ever meet with the misfortune of being driven off the field and
cooped up within the walls of this fort, your affairs may then be considered
as desperate and irrecoverable.   It is therefore the unanimous opinion of this
Committee confirmed by the sentiments of the Chief Engineer, that we ought
to regard the new works as a temporary security only, for which purpose the
ditch ramparts, bastions and ravelin already finished, are sufficient to withstand
the greatest force which the powers of this country are ever likely to assemble.
Captain Martin further delivers it as his opinion that enlarging the fortifica-
tions conformably to the plan of the intended outworks would add nothing
to the strength of the place unless we could at the same time maintain a garrison
proportioned to- their extent.   We resolved therefore not to proceed on the
plan beyond what is now completed ; but to use all possible means to check
the encroachments of the River which hath advanced within  a few yards
of the covered way, and threatens to sweep away one entire side of the fort.
We will also make all the dispatch we are able in completing the barracks
some of which we have converted into very commodious appartmcnts for the
writers lately arrived, and are convinced it would be much for the benefit of
the service if all the young servants and the public offices were collected within
so narrow a compass as might subject them to closer inspection than is possible
in their present situation.
8.    Mahomed Reza Cawn and the ministers we associated with him to
conduct the business of the country government proceed with alacrity and
unanimity under the direction of Mr. Sykes the Resident.   They as well as
the people in general express great satisfaction at the orders we lately issued
and enforced for recalling to the Presidency all free merchants and other
Europeans who are not in your covenanted service, many of whom had by
interfering with public affairs, by acts of oppression  and violence and by
assuming and exerting a judicial authority, totally perverted the ordinary